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Educational Opportunity

(Coleman, 1968)
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Geography of Educational Opportunity

(Tate, 2008)
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Change the DNA of the SEA

See the whole system

Create strategic coalitions

Involve and empower
those who are most
impacted
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Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

GIS software
uses mapsas a
container for
multiple layers
of data.
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How GIS works

Economic
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Social
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How GIS works
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How GIS works

Geography ; Variables ;
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Geography of Educational Opportunity
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Virginia
Beach

Robeson

2016 Q3-2017 Q2 New Hires: 3707
Zoom to

Columbia

Robeson County had 3707 new hires in the manufacturing industry from Q2 2016 to Q2 2017
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Opportunity in Geography

The geography of educational opportunity
typically focuses on inequality between low
and high opportunity neighborhoods, which
ignores the assets within them.

Low-opportunity communities are not only
places of inequality, but also places of
possibility.

- Green (2015)

AMERICAN INSTITUTES FOR RESEARCH | AIR.ORG

Opportunities in Geography
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Guidance for Work Session

Where do we find evidence of inequitable
geographies of educational opportunity?

What more do we need to know and who can
help us?

Which stakeholders do we need to involve in
order to understand the opportunities in

geography?
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TRENT SHARP

512.391.6572
TSHARP@AIR.ORG

THANK YOU
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