
The District of Columbia and New Mexico 
reported the lowest average graduation rates.
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Who’s Graduating?

This is the highest rate since these data were 
first collected during the 2010-11 school 
year. Then, the graduation rate was 79%.
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* “Graduation rate” in this infographic refers to the adjusted cohort graduate rate (ACGR), the percentage of 
public high school freshmen who graduate with a regular diploma within four years of starting ninth grade. 
The Bureau of Indian Education and Puerto Rico were not included in the U.S. four-year ACGR estimate.

SOURCE: Kena, G., Hussar W., McFarland J., de Brey C., Musu-Gillette, L., Wang, X., Zhang, J., Rathbun, A., 
WilkinsonFlicker, S., Diliberti M., Barmer, A., Bullock Mann, F., and Dunlop Velez, E. (2016). The Condition of 
Education 2016 (NCES 2016-144). U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. 
Washington, DC. Retrieved 5/26/16 from http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2016144.

educationpolicy.air.org

Author: Xiaolei Wang | Designer: Susan Armstrong

Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity

Asian/Pacific Islander and White students generally 
had higher graduation rates than the national average. 

Graduation Rates by State 

Hispanic, Black, and American Indian/Alaska Native students 
generally saw lower graduation rates than the U.S. average.
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Public High School Graduation Rates

For more information about public high school graduation rates and AIR’s work 
on  education data, visit www.air.org/resource/condition-education-reports. 
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Iowa and Nebraska reported the 
highest average graduation rates.

82 percent of public high school 
students graduated during the 
2013-14 school year.*
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